
 

St David’s Village, Exeter 
 

 Exeter, Devon 

19 July 2017 



Our ‘Village’ 

St David’s is a mixed community of 1,500 homes to the North 
of the City Centre.  The timetable for the Judging Tour is 
produced separately (to allow for any last minute changes) 
and the sites will include: 
● St Bartholomew’s Cemetery 
● The Iron Bridge & Bell Court Planters 
● Mount Dinham Cottages 
● The Mulberrry Tree Garden  
● The Greening of Richmond Road (IYN) 
  & Richmond Road Car Park 
● Little Silver  Green and Private Gardens 
● The Veitch  Period Lamp Post Trail 
● Bury Meadow Park 

Pennant - Village - St David’s, Exeter 

2 of 20 



  Our Village 

St David’s Neighbourhood Partnership was established in 2003 
in part as a response to the high rating on the national Index 
of Deprivation (particularly on measurements of ill-health, 
unemployment, high benefit dependency and high levels of 
crime.  However, it is a very mixed community:  there are 
pockets of high owner-occupation and also a significant 
number of hostels/supported housing for vulnerable people.  
For example, within just 200 yards in St David’s Hill there is a 
children’s hostel, YMCA, dual drug/alcohol recovery 
accommodation, Youth Offending Team, youth hostels for 16-
18 year olds leaving foster care . (Office of National Statistics 
2015 Appendix 1) 
 
The student population has reached the council’s ceiling level 
of 25% although  new student blocks with a total of 271 beds 
are currently being built. This level, plus the high number of 
student HMOs, means that a priority for St  David’s  
Neighbourhood Partnership is to achieve a ‘balanced 
community’ against the flow of essentially transitory residents 
who are not ‘stakeholders’. (See our Vison 2020 document) 
 
Exeter Community Centre is the first freehold community asset 
transfer in England: our Trust runs it as both a local and city-
wide community hub after raising £1.7m to refurbish the 
dilapidated 4 storey building plus £68,000 to create The 
Mulberry Garden at the rear. 
 
St David’s Neighbourhood Committee, Trustees and residents 
are delighted to welcome our Britain in Bloom judges to 
Exeter. 
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         Our Green Spaces 
Before ,as Paper Mill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today as popular Pub &    

Boutique Hotel 

 

 

 

Mill on the Exe 
 

The Mill on the Exe is a 

spectacular pub in a beautiful 

location. Once an important 

paper mill for the city, it now 

has tranquil waterside gardens 

next to Blackaller Weir and the 

Millers Crossing footbridge. 

 

It is easy to forget that the pub 

is only a stone’s throw away 

from the bustle of Exeter city 

centre, the University and 

Exeter St David’s Railway 

Station. 

 

The riverside garden and 

wisteria makes this a popular 

green space for dining,  

relaxation, and community 

meetings.  

 

The Manager meeting the 

Judges today is James 

Hannam. 
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       St Bartholomew  Cemetery 
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Today the cemetery is a park, although 

part remains consecrated ground. The 

wall dividing the Anglicans from 

Nonconformists can still be seen, as can 

the Egyptian-style architecture and the 

gravestones of many of the thousands of 

people buried here and in the earlier 

Bartholomew Yard cemetery behind. 

 

 

 

St Bartholomew's Cemetery was 

established because the city's burial 

grounds at Bartholomew Yard and 

Southernhay had become full, and could 

not cope with the 60% rise in Exeter's 

population between 1801 and 1831. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Action Plan was created from a 

community /youth survey on how the green 

space should be used.  Activities include 

rope-climbing the largest trees  with 

harnesses under strict supervision – most 

recently in June with the Great Big Tree 

Climbing Company;     establishing more 

flowers, particularly spring blubs where the 

cottages overlook the park;  working with 

Devon Wildlife Trust and St David’s Primary 

School to survey wild life and establish wild 

areas with grass meadow ;  crowning the 

trees to admit more light and improve safety;  

maintenance as a dog-friendly environment;  

and future application to Heritage Lottery to 

refurbish the gates and iron work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bulb-planting programme in the autumn 

is run with local residents, school children 

and University of Exeter students living in the 

area and organised by St David’s 

Neighbourhood Partnership. 

 

 

 



  Our Green Spaces 
     The Iron Bridge & Bell Court 
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The route from St Bartholomew’s 

Cemetery takes you under the Iron 

Bridge.  It was commissioned in 1834,  

some 25 years before the opening of the 

famous Clifton suspension bridge in 

Bristol.  It spans what  is the steep- sided 

Longbrook Valley, immediately in front of 

the city’s North Gate. The ancient city 

gate was removed in 1769 to open up 

this entrance.  The original approach -

road  into the city (Lower North Street) 

was narrow and difficult for horse drawn 

vehicles - in fact the valley was known as 

‘The Pit’ due to its steep sides and depth.  

 

In recent times acidic water/rain dripping 

from the bridge caused damage to car 

paint and so the council installed 2 large 

planters to block the parking spaces.  

These are now planted and maintained 

by volunteers from Bell Court with help 

from Devon & Cornwall Housing Group.  

Bell Court is so named because it is on 

the site of a former bell foundry. 

 

Beneath the bridge are half a dozen very 

large storage cellars/workshops, most 

with wooden doors.  Volunteers with 

police and council workers cleaned the 

graffiti-covered doors and, with a grant 

from Devon County Council, volunteers 

with Exeter College The Prince’s Trust 

students, refurbished and repainted all 

the doors, applying a final anti-graffiti 

coating which has enabled the 

community to tackle the ‘tagging’ 

problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Green Spaces 
The Mulberry Garden IYN 
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This delightful enclosed garden was 

created when the Centre was taken 

over by St David’s Neighbourhood 

Partnership’s charity (Exeter 

Community Centre Trust Ltd). 

 

The previous garden came right up to 

the building with a 5’ retaining wall and 

a steep concrete ramp unfit for disabled 

access. 

 

To create the new garden 

approximately 3,500 tonnes of spoil 

was removed, the level of the garden 

significantly reduced, retaining walls 

constructed from recovered materials, a 

large level patio area achieved for the 

cafe and for performances, and the 

existing trees protected. 

 

With funding support from Michael 

Morpurgo (whose  charity ‘Farms for 

City Children’ has offices in the Centre), 

an oak ‘Story-Telling Chair’ was 

sculpted by James Bond – and  

formally opened  with Michael M and 

local children exchanging their stories.  

 

It now provides a safe and tranquil 

space for local people and visitors 

under the spire of St Michael’s church 

where the peregrine falcons nest.   It 

provides a green space for the school &  

for residents in the new flats  which 

have no gardens.  A team of volunteers 

maintain the garden -  and the delicious 

dark mulberries are enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Our Green Spaces 
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The school is a key hub and facility in our 

very built-up area.  Although the school 

has no green grounds of its own, it has 

access to land at the rear owned by 

Exeter College . 

 

Their  Green Team is not just lively and 

active.  For two years running they  won 

the Exeter Green Team Acorn Award,  

plus an award for the ‘Green Team Hero’, 

Jack Lavers-Mason and the Recycling 

Award for recycling stamps, batteries and 

their recycled bug house.   

 

The children and staff often lead the way 

and support community initiatives e.g. 

planting and sowing in St Bartholomew 

Cemetery, feeding  the birds in The 

Mulberry Garden, planting up 50 tubs for 

the RHS ‘Greener Streets:  Better Lives’ 

campaign. 

 

The next plan is for building raised beds at 

Exeter Community Centre to complement 

their Sensory Garden –  see left with 

funders from Postcode Lottery . Children 

can then grow and fruit.  An application 

has been invited from the Postcode Local 

Trust for this work..   

 

Although we are not visiting the school, 

the children plan to meet the judges over 

lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    Richmond Road 
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Inspired by the RHS ‘Greening Grey 

Britain’, campaign, University of Exeter 

students and local residents decided 

to ‘green’ Richmond Road, a scruffy, 

high density student street lacking 

front gardens or anywhere to put 

wheelie bins. 

 

This is year 3.  At the SW Food & 

Drink Festival last year, children were 

invited to each plant one plant for 

Britain in Bloom.   The 40 tubs and 

troughs were then donated to houses 

in Richmond Road and Wonford 

‘Village.’ 

 

Wheelie bin fabric covers were 

purchased with a grant to improve the 

many bins which have to be stored on 

the street front. 

 

The next step  was ‘The Exeter-Water-

Well Project’.  With a Postcode Lottery 

grant 100 litre wall-mounted water-

butts have been installed on the front 

of houses to harvest rainwater and to 

make watering by volunteers and 

students easier. (A demo water-butt 

can be see in the Centre’s courtyard). 

 

St David’s Neighbourhood is now 

devising  a Tool-Kit based on the 

project and this will be shared on-line 

with groups wishing to tackle their own 

areas. 

 

 

www.stdavidsneighbourhood.org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.stdavidsneighbourhood.org.uk/


                  Richmond Road 

   Car  park  
When Western Power Distribution removed 

all shrubs from  this busy city-centre car 

park border, bare earth and weeds,  

volunteers recently designed a  

‘Veitch’ *   border, with funds from  WPDf.  

This ws planted up last year and is  

maintained by local residents. 

  

The group also tackled a second border, 

removing thick bamboo and replanting  the 

border to great effect.  T 

 

The spring show of tulips at the entrance 

has been a delight and they have achieved 

year-round colour to the delight of residents 

and visitors alike. 

 

Not content with this major undertaking, the 

volunteers also had dead trees removed 

from  the car park and have planted annuals 

and perennials under the new trees. 

 

In addition to maintaining all the hedging, 

along Silver Terrace, they now have plans 

to develop car-park raised beds. 

 

And as part of the environmentally friendly 

process, including using rainwater from the 

newly installed wall-mounted water butts, 

the group applied for funding and had   a 

bicycle installed by the Council. 

 

 

* The Veitch theme complements the Veitch 

Period Lamp Post Trail, the nearby grave of 

Peter Veitch (son of Robert Veitch) and his 

wife, Harriet, and the recently installed Blue 

Plaque on nearby Robert Veitch’s house in 
Elm Grove Road. 
 
 
 

 
 

Pennant - Village - St David’s, Exeter 

10 of 20 



                       Little Silver       
Little Silver refers to woodland or the 

sylvan nature of the landscape. Before 

1832 it was largely beech and bluebell 

woodland, with some scattered farms. 

Numbers 1,2 and 3 Little Silver were 

probably one thatched roof farmhouse, and 

there is evidence that a farm had been on 

this site since the Roman Garrison 

occupied the city. The farm would have 

been just outside the Roman city wall. 
 

The houses were saved  from demolition in 

the 1960s and in the last 3 years, local 

residents have gradually taken over the 

upkeep and planting of the Green itself. 

One resident single-handedly planted 

6,000 crocuses l over the past 2 years 
 

Another resident has written a superb play 

about the history of gardening and the 

mystery of the 1960s ‘hippy’ who saved the 

buildings and turned out to be a distant 

relative of Admiral Sir John Hawkins who, 

among other things, brought Sir Walter 

Raleigh back to England with the first 

potato! 

 

Your can listen to the piece called ‘Of 

Gardens’ at  

http://expandeddramaturgies.com/of-

gardens/ 
 

The planting designs are on-going and the 

addition of bird and bat boxes is another 

key feature.  The period Veitch lamp post  

can be seen at the rear pedestrian  access 

to Richmond Road Car Park. 

 

And there are 2 private gardens to view: 

the one seen here with Toby Buckland was 

the runner-up in last year’s Best Front 

Garden Competition. 
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                    Our Public Art 
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‘THE VEITCH LAMP POST      

               TRAIL’ 
 

Dismayed by the sight of workmen 

removing and smashing one of the local 

1920s cast-iron lamp standards, the 

community requested that the County 

Council stop removing them and provide 

a grant for the community to have each 

period lamp standard refurbished. 

 

With funding from Devon County Locality 

Budget , 17 period lamp posts have been 

saved and repainted.  Many were made 

in the local Garton & King foundry 

(Garton & King being the oldest business 

still operating in the SW – founded in 

1661). The family who later owned the 

foundry dedicated a window in St David’s 

Church – which is also where members 

of the Veitch family are buried. 

 

Now with an Awards 4 All grant, each 

lamp post is decorated with a different 

Veitch plant to celebrate the area as 

being Robert Veitch & Peter Veitch’s 

home and nurseries.  The Botanical Artist 

is Kate Wilson – see details of the Trail 

on: 

https://veitchlampposts.wordpress.com/ 

 

The route will now be part of  the City’s 

Red Coat Trail for visitors. 

 

On 22 June 2016 Exeter Civic Society 

installed a blue plaque on the home of 

Robert Toswill Veitch in Elm Grove Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

https://veitchlampposts.wordpress.com/


The Veitch period Lamp-Post Trail 

takes a route which links St David’s 

and St James village, as one of our 

joint projects. 

 

At first it seems strange to celebrate 

a ‘lamp post’ and a famous family of 

plant-hunters.  However, as part of 

‘Greening Grey Britain’, the 

community identified the lamp posts 

as important items of heritage street 

furniture which they fought to save. 

 

The famous Veitch family (the 

London branch created the Chelsea 

Flower Show) had their nurseries 

and orchards in the area and their 

amazing contribution to horticulture 

is one which the community wanted 

to celebrate. 

 

In July of this year the Veitch Trail 

was a feature of St David’s Big Bash! 

Featival sandwiching the Annual 

Veitch Lecture given by Caradoc 

Doy.  The annual lecture was revived 

last year and is now re-established 

as a regular event. 

 

Artist Kate Wilson:  A member of 

the Society of Botanical Illustrators, 

she lives in Totnes and  through our 

recommendation she was 

commissioned by Bernaville 

Nurseries to paint a Great Big Rhino 

for the Paignton Zoo project 

launched in Exeter on 6 July 2016. 

This is ‘Blossom’!  She sold at the 

charity auction  in Torquay for more 

than £4,000. 
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Bury Meadow Park IYN 
        Bury Meadow  is a Victorian Park serving the local 

community  and families of St David’s and St James 
and is the main  green space used by the nearby 
Exeter College.   The heavy use and pressure on the 
Park  means it relies on the work of Bury Meadow 
Residents Association volunteers to maintain the 
planting and be unofficial ‘guardians’ of the space. 

  
 Ugly utilitarian barrier  gates were  finally replaced 

several years ago by beautifully  hand-made gates 
the funding for which and the design being achieved 
by the volunteers. 

 
 They have also created an excellent interpretation 

board explaining the history of the Park and its close 
proximity to the Veitch nurseries and orchards. 

 
        There is a separate sheet of information on this 

entry which is part of the ‘Village’ and an IYN in its 
own right.    The lead person is Lynn Hartmann who 

    is herself a  
    horticulturalist 
    and organises the 
    volunteer gardening 
    and litter-picks. 
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                     Building Partnerships            
           Yarn Bombing in Bury Meadow Park 
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St David’s ‘Project in the Park’  in May 2015 involved 

St James residents, Children’s Hospice SW and 

Devon & Cornwall Housing Association.. 

 

And once the activity started, then passersby and 

students joined in. 
 

Featured on BBC Radio Devon, it drew dozens of 

people to visit and enjoy the park.  Many Exeter 

residents hadn’t known that Bury Meadow Park 

existed until encouraged to visit the Yarn Bombing. 

 

 

WHY DO IT?   The real driver for  he project was to 

discourage yet more people training their fighting 

dogs by biting and damaging trees.  By raising the 

profile and respect for the trees, it is hoped it will 

create social pressure on the offenders and push 

them away from this lovely Victorian park. 

 
 

OUTCOMES  The additional and significant benefits 

have been the new partnerships formed, the greater 

reach, the encouragement of more families into the 

park and the sheer pleasure this simple project 

provided for everyone. 

 

 

WHERE NOW?  All materials were re-used  to 

decorate Northernhay Gardens during the Rugby 

World Cup when the gardens become the FanZone 

for the autumn 

 



  St David’s Litter-Busters 

The Litter-Busters meet from time to time and on an average Picking 

Session of 2 – 3 hours collect around 20 bags of rubbish from parks, 

alleyway, lanes and main streets – including St David’s Station. 
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                              Examples of our Press Coverage 
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Appendix 1 

Pennant - Village - St David’s, Exeter 

18 of 20 

Main Census Indicators - St. David's 

Indicator St. David's Exeter Rank* 

Population 6,635 117,773 7th 

Households 3,291 49,242 4th 

Population change since 2001* 

(population doubles 2005-2010) 

37.9% 6.0% 1st 

Persons aged under 16 8.3% 15.8% 16th 

Persons of working age (16 - 64) 81.0% 68.6% 3rd 

Persons of retirement age 10.8% 15.6% 16th 

Persons of non white ethnic group 16.5% 6.9% 2nd 

Persons stating health 'bad' or 'very bad' 4.9% 4.8% 8th 

Persons aged 16 - 74 with no qualifications 13.2% 18.3% 14th 

Persons aged 16 - 74 with degree level 

qualifications 

33.8% 28.6% 7th 

Persons aged 16 - 74 who are full-time students 29.6% 16.4% 4th 

Households with no cars / vans 52.1% 27.1% 1st 

Households rented from local authority / 

housing assn 

27.0% 17.0% 3rd 

Average household size 1.8 2.3 8th 

Households with no central heating 

 

7.2% 5.3% 3rd 

 

 



ST DAVID’S-IN-BLOOM                                   Appendix 2 

Income/Expenditure;: 

 
Exeter Water-Well Project    £ 1,300  

 (Postcode Local Trust) 

 

Sensory Garden over 2 years including Ceramics 

(People’s Health Trust)    £16,180 

  

Richmond Road Planting    £      200 

Exeter Ward Grant   

  

St David's Litter-Busters pickers   £      300   

Ward Grant 

  

St David's Litter-Busters Hi-Viz   £       80 

 Sponsored Patronus Security 

  

Hanging Baskets Winter /Summer  £     400  

Exeter Community Centre 

  

St David's Graffiti Magic Campaign   £     300   

Exeter City Ward Grant 

  

St David's & St James Love Parks Week Campaign  £      101   

  

 

Richmond Court Muddy Triangle   £      385   

Drew Pearce Agents 

  

Richmond Road Car Park Veitch Bed   £      285  

Western Power Distribution 

  

  

TOTAL:     £19,531  
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Partners & Supporters 

Grateful thanks to all those who support  St David’s Neighbourhood through 

grants, sponsorship, sponsorship-in-kind, advice and volunteering, including: 
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Devon & Cornwall Police Cadets 


